8       THE RECONSTRUCTION  OF EUROPE
free people is a government without fear. And the govern-
ment, which needed a great deal of courage, did not even
have, on that day, a table to sit at during its deliberations.
This is what one of the five Directors has written about
the first meeting of the new government:
We found every room in the Luxembourg bare; there was
not one piece of furniturfe of any description. After a useless
search, we took refuge in a small chamber. The porter, Dupont,
had a small rickety table brought in, one of whose legs had
been eaten away by old age, and four chairs, all that he had.
He also lent us some logs, for the weather was very cold.2
Is it strange that the Directory, in spite of its noble in-
tentions in the beginning, was not long in also succumbing
to fright? France was discontented, uneasy, restless; on
the right the Catholics and the royalists were taking ad-
vantage of the new freedom to get excited and arouse
public opinion; on the left the equalitarians, the purists,
the first precursors of socialism, were crying out against the
scandalous fortunes of the Revolution and the nouveaux
riches, more detestable than the aristocracy; in the press,
in the clubs, in the legislative bodies, elected with a cer-
tain amount of freedom, the opposition was gaining
ground. Freedom was turning against its mother, the Revo-
lution. What would happen when the royalist and Catholic
opposition would gain a majority in the Councils and
would have the right to govern? Two years after its ad-
vent, the Directory was able to stay in power only by a
series of coups dttats, which, provoked by fear of the
right- or left-wing oppositions, only multiplied the halluci-
nations called up by fear. It lived constantly in terror of
real and imaginary conspiracies, the latter more frighten-
ing than the former. This whirlwind of fear dispelled the
liberal policy of the Revolution; in the general panic the
new democracy went out the window,
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